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Filed for intro on  05/01/2002

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 942
By  Dunn

A RESOLUTION to honor the memory of Martha Lee Ellis Stanley
of Knoxville.

WHEREAS, the members of this General Assembly were greatly saddened to learn of

the death of Martha Lee Ellis Stanley; and

WHEREAS, Mrs. Stanley was an exemplary woman and consummate professional who

worked assiduously to improve the quality of life for her fellow citizens in numerous capacities;

and

WHEREAS, for thirty-two years, she was a valuable Sales Representative for Avon and

had earned the respect and admiration of the company she so steadfastly served; she once met

with Avon management in New York and expressed many new and innovative ideas which were

subsequently implemented by Avon; and

WHEREAS, a faithful Christian, Martha Lee Ellis Stanley was a member of the Oakwood

Baptist Church; and

WHEREAS, a dedicated and conscientious citizen, Mrs. Stanley gave unselfishly of her

time and resources for the betterment of the Knoxville community, admirably serving in
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numerous organizations, including meritorious service as President of the Karns Republican

Club and as a member of the Order of the Eastern Star; and

WHEREAS, she was deeply devoted to her family and considered them to be the

greatest blessing in her life; a beloved wife and mother, she made her home a joyful haven; and

WHEREAS, Martha Lee Ellis Stanley will be sorely missed by her husband, Delmore

“Del” Stanley; her daughter and son-in-law, Joanna and John Abbruzzese; her stepdaughter,

Linda L. Stanley; her stepsons and stepdaughters-in-law, Darryl D. and Sandy Stanley and

Wayne W. and Karen Stanley; her daughter in friendship, Diane Thibault; her grandson and her

granddaughter-in-law, Michael Abbruzzese and Hilleary Martinsburg; her great-granddaughter,

Erika Leigh Abbruzzese; her sisters and brothers-in-law, Ruth and Dick Bradley, Grace Gibson,

Rose Bearden, Catherine and Junior Williams, and Dortha and Carl Gilland; and her brothers

and sisters-in-laws, David and Wanda Ellis, J.R. and Venita Ellis, Sam and Judy Ellis, Marvin

“Ed” Ellis, Tommy Ellis, and Kenny and Pat Ellis; and

WHEREAS, Mrs. Stanley was preceded in death by her granddaughter, Francine

Abbruzzese, and her brother, Robert Ellis; and

WHEREAS, a highly respected member of the greater Knoxville community, she was an

extremely giving person who often reached out with compassion to people whom life had

treated unkindly, and she epitomized the ideal of benevolent neighbor and friend; and

WHEREAS, a true lady, Martha Lee Ellis Stanley treated everyone with respect and

kindness, regardless of their station in life; she loved people and in turn was loved by all who

were privileged to know her; and

WHEREAS, Mrs. Stanley leaves behind an indelible legacy of integrity and probity in her

professional life, compassion and loyalty in private life, and diligence and dedication in all her

chosen endeavors; and
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WHEREAS, it is fitting that this General Assembly should pause to remember the

bountiful life of this exceptional professional, devoted mother and wife, and exemplary human

being; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED

SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE

CONCURRING, That  we hereby honor the memory of Martha Lee Ellis Stanley, reflecting

fondly upon her impeccable character, her stalwart commitment to her family, the courage and

conviction with which she lived, and the beauty that was her life.  We also express our sympathy

and offer our condolences to her surviving family and friends.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


